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There aie visions of loveliness in the
shape of gowns, Uie like at which we

anay uevei hope to possess, hut which, to

nevertheless, serve to put us in an

name of mind just as one who

lias accustomed his eye to nothing out

good picluies for a mm son acquirer a
sense of the beautiful in natuie and alt
ninth he would never attain by the

of 1nd chionios or distorted
drawings.

Aflei Ut iirst qualms of envy .anil covet-ousue-

as
have been oonqueied it is easy

to see in the simple mnteiialb within our

acach possibilities of adoption and vari-

ation which would never oecurlo the .mind

of one wite liasnot studied gowns tiiat juc
liopelessly beyond J each.

at is with thisidca in view that 1 piesent
you with a description of seme gowns that
.aie being piepured for a May ball hicdi

isto takeplaccin a mostnnomaloiis manner
on the 3Cth of April. This anachronism

is due either to the fact that Die ".iieetois

wished tocciutuaetheeulebratloii of Easter-

tide with that r the -- meny month," or 1t

lean at'empt on their part to Avelromo the
lBt of May at midnight ah il it weie the
Tirht dav ol the year Be thnt as it may.
it is the gowns with which w aie con-

cerned.
Madame displayed them one by one, so

that the colors could not kill each other,
and then put each carefully away m its
own particular box The first was a
flaming red geranium red, a 2o: which

lias taken everything by storm tnis year.
The material was another favorite. Ask
any fashionable dressmaker wliat is the
most stylish material for evening wear and
she will answer unhesitatingly, point d'es- -

nrit not It is really a sort of Brussels net J

with a dot xn it, and, being much ttoater
Uian either tulle or mousacline and quite
us i)rctty, it ea&il replaces both with
those who can afford to pay for it. This
pod net was pleated in sun pleats" to
form the akirl ad htmg over a geranium
red taffeta lining Tlie bodice was gath-

ered fall around tie low corsage andedged
w.i li Uu ostrich tips There was a slight
puff at the top of xhe arm. and below ttie
lxig directoire sleeve of the ntt. The di-

rect lire sleeve, by tlie way, , a new lad,
which is growing wry popular for evening
dresses oi the most elaborate typo

This same slivw appeared again in an
exquislU'-n.ae- t gown. The violet dress was
part of a complete violet costume, winch
was the must unique and original in the
whole colli ctlon. The material was mousse--

line dc s.ie, with just the right stiffness
tor sun pleat. The .pleated skirt was, of
course, made over a Ivlfcta Hum::. The
waist was gathered full and cut quite low
in the neck, and all around the edge were
tiny ostrich tips or a slightly darker lint.
Down the center of the bodice, from the
neck to the waist, was a strip of pearl trim-

ming laid on violet ribbun. A jacket ef-

fect is also formed by the pearl trimming.
The sleeves were the most effective fu-

ture of the costume At the top was a but-

terfly trimmmgof kuire pleatingtbat stood
up like butterfly wings all around the shoul-

der There was a bolt knot in The center,
like the bdy hetwecn the two winns, and
below was the directoire sleeve. With this
costume the happy possessor has planned to
wear violet gluves and shoes to match the
tips, and to carry a violet fan which will
Jje suspended from tlie waist oy a tiny gold
chain.

The spectators gave a little gasp when f

Madame Kielle announced that the next
gjwn would be a combination of pink
and mahogany. It ceiiainly sounded odd

for an dress, but when we haw

it the gasps weie those of admiration
as well as astonishment The lining was
mahogany taffeta and over this tlie pint
point d'espiit was laid in sun pleats like

the others The net was fashioned into

a burphcebotli back andfront-- The tarfeta
lining was out veiy low, and the sort folds
of the net maGe an exquisite draping for

the corsage Down one edge of the sur-

plice weie set tiny pink rosebuds, and
from the waist there dangled a chain of
rosebuds whirh madame explained was
intended to cany the fan.

"I suppose she wall wear pink gloves

and slippeis with tliis?" ventured some

me.
"Oh, no", mahogany Ly all means," said

the scandalized modiste.
She then showed ns two more gowns,

and the exhibition was over. One was
a nalc blue sniped chiffon witli a small

dot in it Tlie skiit was not pleated and
was edged with three rows of white
valenoifnnes lace. The edge of the bodice
was trimmed with pink rows and violets

a stiiking combination, but just the right
tints to harmonize perfectly

A yellow cliirron was made with high,
neck and long sleeves, but the taffeta
lining was cat low underneath the chiffon
and tlwie was no lining in the sleeves,
rollowing the line of the low corsage, but
set on top of the net, was a border of pint
and pearl trimming. The net was gath-eie-

at the neck into a small satin collar,
and the effect was exceedingly pretty.

"That is exactly the way I'll fix my

black silk waist," exclaimed u young
gill, who. by tlie way, has been fixing that
same black, waist in different styles for
the last four years. "The silk is growing
a little shabby and worn," she admitted
ruefully, "and I was afraid I would have
to give it up. But now I'll get some cheap
Mack net and gather right 01 cr it into a
istock collar, and tlie neck is already cut
tquaic underneath. It will be a pielty
waist for si'mmer afternoons or to wear to
Church on hot Sundays."

This idea also suggests a method of
tnnsforming the organdy evening dres
into an afternoon gown. A little tulle
or net maj be used for the over bodice.
But sinco the advent of the thin directoire
sleeve it is easy to insert a chiffon or
mousscline yoke and directoire sleeves
In some harmonious or contrasting tint.

Every indication points to the fact that
plain bkirts are going out of fashion. At
every exhibition or Pails costumes trim-

med skirts arc in the vast majority, and the
most elaborate tiimmlngat that. No French
dressmaker pretends to put a ruffle straight
aruund the bottom of the skirt, though that
Is quite the correct thing with us. All the
flounces go zigzagging around as if they
had been j3rred out of place by the ocean
voyage or which they bear unmistakable
marks.

The newest thing In shoes is greea alliga-

tor skin. One young woman who saw them
for the first time went immediately to
uuy a dress to match them. 'Tor," she
Eald,4"I couldn't wear them with anything
but a dress with green in it."

Brown patent leather is also new, and
is popular in combination with either browa
or black plain leather-Gree- n

gloves will gain greater favor this
year thai they did the last time they were
introduced.

Here is a new Ideal for a pocket in the
most ordinary dress skirt. Make a :urvcd
fclashatthc right side of the front, line with,
a pretty shade of taffeta silk and stitch
the edges. The taffeta need not match the
skirt or anything on the dress. The one I
saw v.aB in a tan skirt and the taffeta
iras old rose.
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The celebration of May Bay is an old

English custom which was brought ever

this country by some of the early
and is still ol.served in the sma'ler

towns of New England. The May pole

dance and thecrowniug or the May queen

have- - fallen into disuse, owing jiaitly to

the inclemency of the weather at this
beacon of the year in the particular sec-

tion of countiy in which the festival is

most observed.
JJut there is one custom to which iN'ew

Englanders cling with as iiiueli ten icity
10 their codfij-- balls and pumpkin pie.

Children look forward to the 1st of May

with almost as much interest as they it

in the coming of Christmas or the
Fourth otJuly. About two weeks before-
hand both boys and girls lcgiu to buy

sheets of gilt and silver paper for the
manufacture of those iKirishable but glit-

tering receptacles for flowers which are
called "May baskets " J

On the first night of the "merry
month" every little girl under fourteen
years of age starts out in the t.veuing
just at dusk nith her collection of pre-

cious paper baskets filled with henuticas
and other spring flowers which she Jias
picked with her own hands during the
day. These she distributes among her fa-

vorites of the opposite sex in the J olio
manner:

Creeping softly up the steps that lead to
the dwelling place of him who is to receive
the mark ot her favor, she hangs the basket
on the door knob, rings the bell and then
scampers down the steps as fast as she can
run. Not so fast, however, but mat the re-

cipient, rushing out almost immediately,
iscloseonherheelslii irot pursuit, audit he
catches her she is bound to pay the fo-
rfeitwhich of course means a kiss.

Having paid the forfeit or escaped her
pursuer a very rare occurrence, oy the
wa she goas on to the next place, and so
onimtil the bastestarcall distributed.

On the next night the boys take their
turn with the baskets, but. strange to say,
a great change has come over the spirit or

their dreams. For, while on the pievious
iJght they were as fleet as deer in pur-

suit of the maids who brought them baskets,
tonight they run like snails, aud thus get
double reward Tor their pains.

The baskets in both cases are made very
much alike, but the girls fill theirs with
nothing but flowers, while tlfjse whi:h
they receive usually contain candy with
a sprinkling of flowers on top.

There are two or three different styles
or basket in favor among the youths and
maidens who observe this custom, but the

favoiltcs are the cornucopia and the heart-shape- d

basket woven or gilt or parti-

colored piper. The manner of making t he
cornucopia is familiar to everybody, but
weaving a basket is a diffeicnt matter.
Children who go to kindergarten Jearn
to make all sorts or fancy things cut of
paper, but those who are not sorortmiato
depend upon their mothers or elder sis-

ters to help them in such emergencies.

It therefore behooves the latter to pre-

pare themselves if they would be popular
with the younger members: or the family.

The simplest way to weave a basket is
this: Tate two pieces of paper about four
inches wldeaadteriinchcsloug. Oncshould
be silver, the other gilt. Fold each pisco
in the middle aud slash Into long, finger-lik- e

strips that cad in the folded edge and
reach back almost to the opposite edges.
Then begin to weave these pieces together
by looping the first silver strip over the
first gold one, under the second gold one,
over the third, and-sooa- . The secondstilp
Is woven in and out the same way, then the
Ihlrd, and so forth, until all the strips have
been used. The open edges arc then trim-

med into a heart shape, a gold or silver
loop pastedon for a handle, and the haskct
is complete It only remains to put in tho
flowers or caady, with a card, upon which
Is inscribed the name of the donor.

If one wishes to vary the style of basket
It may ho done by using different color- s-
red or pint or violet, with endless combin-
ationsor the shape may be changed by exk
perlmcntlug a little. Plain paper
bo used as a pattern, and when tlje sleslred
size andshapc are obtained the fancypaper
may be cut from the pattern.

In localities where this custom is an--
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tnown it would be very easy for a dozen
young people to start the fashion, and .vheu
once they find how much enjoyment is to
be had from the celebration of this festival
of our they will be very loth
to give it up.

THii GUJJSTS DIDNT COJdlS.

Flowers, Orchestra, Supper and
Lonely Hostess.

Those "Who saw that lively furcc, i4My

Friend from India," will remember that
one or the f tinniest situations turns upon

the fact that the stupid servant had for-

gotten to mall tlie invitations to a grand
party, which the society-huntin- g Kansas
City millionaire had prepared for on ajuosf
javish scale. Something of the same kind
of mishap bercll a young marneu
couple of this city some time ago. When
the first anniversary or their wedding day
approached, they determined to celebrate
if, with an evening reception in their pretty
new home on a pleakint cross-stre- close
in Knniiii avenue. Of course, a supper aim
.. itiPA wis iiipiiidcii. and overvthlnir was J

to be-a- s nice as possible. Each detail was
carefully looked after, and their fiiends

Summer Evening

wcrc to be impressed if unstinted hosp-
itality could impress them.

On the appointed evening both house and
mistress were radiant. Flowers wen: scat-

tered here and there, a small but sUeet
orchestra was embowered behind palms in
the hallwav. aud lit the rear apaitments
busy servants hurried to and fio.

Half past S cauic, and the sound 01 rum-

bling cartlages continued unheard. At 9

o'clock the lively chatter of gutheiing
guests was still anticipated. At 10 o'1im t
there wasn't a solitary wrap or overcoat
In the n dressing-rco'n-

The house was ablaze with lights, the ser-

vants were standing around as Idle as a
waiting house of representatives, and the
cher in tlie kitchen was getting volutdy out
of patience. At 11 o'clock the hostess
sank down in all her finery on the nearest
chair, and Indulged in several dry sobs of
angry disappointment, while the husband
stalked about breathing anathemas at
every stalk. At 12 o'clock thclights were
out, the extra help dismissed and the un-

eaten supper stored away in pantry and
cellar.

It was a drcadiul, shocking riasco.
And the cause or the trouble? "Well, the

explanation was carefully guarded for a
long time, but there is no harm to be
feared in telling it now. It seems that the
wire, aided by the husband, wrote the ad-

dresses on a certain evening, and then the
latter put the bundle or envelopes in Lis
valise, promising to leave them at tlie
postofriceon his way down to the railway
station, a business engagement calling him
to Atron on the early morning tram.
He was a little pressed for time, and In
Ins hurry to catch the train, forgot all
about his postorfice errand.

"When he opened the valise in Akron there
were the envelopes, llekncw thathe would
be detained in the town for a day or two,
and so a blight Idea struct him. He would
Just mail them through the Akron office.
He forthwith dumped the entire :ot into
thclotterreccptacle.andwalkeil away with

the proud consciousness of having shown a
remarkable example of pi csencc or mind in
the race of an unexpected emergency.

Alas', he entirely failed to nppieciato the
feelings of the Akron postoffico clerks
when they pawed over those invitations
and found every blessed one marked
"City," and then discovered that the city
wasn't Akron. Of course, they had no au-

thority to forward the invitations any-

where else, no matter how stiong their
suspicions might be icgarding the intended
destination.

80 those blessed "Invites" were lying In
the Atron postoriicc at the very hour when
the unhappy mistress was wringing her
hands and wondering what on earth could
have happened.

"Which is the true tale of the guests who
never came. Cleveland Tlaln Dealer.

A Ghostly "Wedding.
Max Einc, a merchant of Piedmont, "W.

Va., and Miss Fannie Korb were married,
according to Ancient Hebrew and 'Rus-

sian rites yesterday.
The groom wore a shroud in which he

intends to be buried, and while the bride
and groom remained standing the guests
marched around them three times, all car-

rying lighted tapers. rittsburg Dispatch.

The House Migrated.!
"It is so aggravating to go house hunt-

ing every spring," said tho lady in the
'city.

HVo generally have to hunt ours up
two times u summer," said the
cousin TronMhe cyclone belt. Typograph-

ical Journal.

FAIR W4IIST PLAYERS.

Can Give Men "Cards und Spades"
ou the Higor of the ftuuie.

"That Philadelphia should be selected as
the meeting plaUBvojlhe women wjrfcl
players or America j" most appropriate.
Certainly no city in the country is more
devoted to the game than the Quaker City,
and the nmiiHeicliibs there is something
phenomenal. t-

""

"Tlie object of,heM!eting," to speak in
thevernncular, ts'td decide upon organizing
a woman's wlihTt'leajgue. Men have their
baseball, why iTo "women their viiist?
There have, buoa men ;who had the
temerity Jo assert J,!ia.t no wbmun could
learn to play wM&t cientU"iwilly, but the
idea was exploded long agQ,.nnd men must
now loiktotheirlaurels, lest they bestripped
of thorn by the feminine devotees or the
same. TheintiTesFarouaed by 1 he "oming
congress has exceeded the uxpuc-Uit-i ns of
the most eiithiniastlc players. Even Airs.

t tt Aiirtrnwfr. of Phfl.'iilelnhia. t.o whose
energy and enterprise much of the whist
interest in Eastern cities due, is sur- -

piljjprt at the huccess" of '.hi; plans of tho
committee or five.

Gowns to Be Hrought Out at a

In an interview with Mrs. Andrews on

the subject or the Whist Congress or this

week, she said; "We expect to have over

a hundred tables, as there will surely be

betweenfour and five hundred peoplein at-

tendance. It is not likely that all

will enter in every contest, though There

is nothing in the regulations to prevent
it. We have a number ot prizes, of which

the trophy offered tjy the Wellington
clubs wasthefirsttoreaehus. Itisasllver
shield mounted on velvet, and is to be

contested for by teams of four, jnesc
trophies have greatly stimulated the whist
interest, as they arouse the local piidc or

the women of difereut parts of thc country,
each striving to keep up Uic honor of her
own city. At the meetings of the congi esd

we shall rirst vote to determine whether
a league shall be formed, and when this is
ravorably decided, as it certainly will be.
wo shall proceed to elect ofneers and
draw up rules Tor organization.

"In the voting, each club will be entitled
to , no matter how many members
of thc club may be present. It has been
suggested that tlie minimum membership
Tor admission or a club to the league shall

be sixteen.
"Among the distinguished visitors ex-

pected arc Mr. "Walter II. Barney of Provi-

dence. K. I., president of thc Ameri-

can Whist League, and Mr. Eugene S. El-

liot or Milwaukee, who is the father of the
A. "W. L.

"Who originated the idea of a "Woimn's
"Whist League? Oh, it would be hard to
say. Put it was the committee of live
who made thc plan a success by the
of their announcement, copies of whi;h
you have doubtless seen."

This committee of five consists of Mrs.

T. II. Andrews, of Philadelphia; Mrs. J.
It. Ilawlcy, of "Washington; Mrs. "Waldo

Adams, or Boston; Mrs. Clarence Brown, of
Toledo, and Mrs. Susan D. Biddlc, or De-

troit, and thc substance of their announce-
ment is as follows:
"To thc Women Whlstcrs of America:

"A woman's whist congress will be held

at tho Hotel Ytalton, Philadelphia, on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, .April

27, 23 and 29. "'

"The program1- subject to alteration by

vole of the congress) is as follows:
"Business meeilrigVpril 27. 2'1 and 29,

at 11 a. m.
"Pair contest for' woman's pair cham-

pionship, April 27 and 28, at 2 p. m.

"Mixed doublS-pai- r contest, for mixed
double pair championship, April 27 aud
28, at 8 p. m. 'J

"Contest for vfomen's club fours, under
nowell-Mitche- ll system for progressive
fours, April 29,tf2 p. m.

"Women vs. nidi, April 25), 8 p. m.

"Prizes will be awarded to thc winners
in each contest," etc.

The circumstance of most interest to

the general public Is the fact that the con-

tests arc open to any Avoman who plays
whist, with no restricting conditions what-
ever. It is not even necessary that the
contestant belong to the club in order to

play at the congress, but for admission to

the league, If It-- is organized, rules will,
of course, he made.

Entries for a given contest may be made
up to 12 o'clock of the day upon which

thc contest is to take place, and it Is ex-

pected that there will be a large number
ot entries tomorrow and during the three
days following. It is expected that the
championship events that" is, the pairs
for women and mixed doubles will be es-

pecially interesting. Not the least at-

tractive renture ot the congress will be its
social side, which will ouiminate in tue

contest ot women versus men on the last
night.

There is some difference of opinion as to
the style ot dress to be worn at the various
.events, but as the prominent women aie
very jiiuch in jearnesfc in their efforts to
promote a more general interest in their
ravorlte gume.ltisllkely that the considera-
tion of dress will be allowed to take sec-

ond plucc, although an assemblage of wom-

en from the highest social circles of ut
most every city in the country is sure to I

present a very imposing appearance.
Among the cities which will be repre-

sented at the congress are Baltimore ."Was-
hington, Richmond, Detroit, Milwaukee,

St. Eouis, San Francisco, Denver, Boston.
Providence, Annapolis, Toledo, anu many
otlicr.s, from which list it will readily be

seen that while Phlladelphians are very
prominent in whist events of every descrip-
tion, the Interest In. the ganJ and in the
congress is fur from being local, and lint
spraud throughout the country with amaz-
ing rapidity.

.Souvenirs of the occasion In the shape or
illustiatcd Looks, prettily bound, are be
ing- - prepared by those most interested in
its success, The book has on its liist page
ra half-ton- e of Mrs. T. H. Andrews, of

May Ball.

Philadelphia, who is chairman of the com-

mittee ofrivc and who contributed so much
to the general interest in whist by her offer,
a i ear ago, or the Andrews trophy, to be
competed for by teams ot four. This
trophy consists Of four silver hearts, and
has been going back and forth between the
cities of Baltimore, "Washington, Pottsvillu,
Pa., and Philadelphia In a very lively
manner for the past year. Owing to her
untiring efforts In behalf of whist and
wl.lst nlavers. as well as to the fact of
.1... ..n:if...i .fTilnlt elm liAlrlc It t mrtst

' . thc ,cl0rc Mrs An
drews should grace th(J first page 01 tne
souvenir boot.

Thc next page contains thc program of
events, after which are half-ton- of Mrs.
J. R. Hawlcy, Mrs. Clarence Brown and
Miss Susan D. Biddle. Next Is a repre-

sentation o" the Washington trophy, fol-

lowed by pictures of the other prizes

and places of interest in Philadelphia.
The emblem of the league is a red dia-

mond, with the letters W. W. L. inscribed
upon It. This has been Incorporated Into a
medal or badge that is a little larger than
a hair dollar and a little thicker than a
quarter.

Badges will be worn by committees and
delegates as follows:

The committee of five will have gold

emblems tied with white ilbbon.
The committees on reception, souve-

nir and tournament, respectively, will wear
silver emblems tied with red libbon.

Delegates will wear silver medals with
blue ribbon.

The medal or liadge is a rouvcnlr not
only of the Urst whist congress, but also
of thc place where it was held. Itcontains
the date, thc emblem, the name of tlie
city, the words, "Woman's First Whist
Congress," and a repiesentation of Inde-

pendence Hall.
It will not be definitely decided where

the next congress will be held until after
this one convenes, but it Is very certain
that it will be somewheic in thd middle
"Went, probably In Toledo or Dctiolt,

now to wash woolexs.

New Method Wlileli Entirely Op-

poses the Old One.
'

Experiments have recently been made

in (Scrmany as to the best methods of

washing woolens, that are the direct oppo-

site ot that usually rollowed by tho house-

wife, and they have led to the following

conclusions:
First, the liquid used for washing must be

as hot as possible.
Second, for the removal or greasy dirt,

sweat, etc., borax Is or so little value that
its application is mere waste, and, although
soap lye is Letter, thc preference must be
uiven to soap lye in connection with am
monia, a mixture which works wonders
bv quickly dissolving dirt in particular
parts which are hard to cleanhc, raising

and reviving even bright colors.
Third, that, on the other hand, for clean-

ing white woolen goods there Is noth-
ing which even approaches borax soap

lye and borax applied boiling hot give to
white woolens a looseness and a dazzling

whiteness which they often do not possess

when they arc new.
Fourth, if shrinking is to he entirely-avoided-

,

the drying must be accelerated
by repeatedly pressing tho woolens be-

tween soft cloths. In no case should
wooleris be dried in thc sun, as they then
becomo hard and dry. They arc best
dried in a moderate currant of air, and
in cold weather in a warm place, but not
too near thc source of heat. Boston Globe.

iX

I The Case of the Iron Duke.
yjv8SMm

My story properly begins in on2 of the
land counties of England, and there are
scores of people yet living who can relate
all the particulars up to a certain point.
As a beginning, a rector's on rell in love
with a country gentleman's daughter.
The young man, though brought up under
tho gentlest influences, was all that was
bad at the age of twenty He wa3 aToys.
tcrcr, a poacher, a gambler, a Tace tract
man, and outlawed by his family. Like
many another scamp, he was g

and had a captivating way, and Mary Sin-

clair was by no msans his first conquest.
She v.an the daughter of a rich gentle-
man, and a gtrl rar above George Early
in the social scale, and perhaps she took
to him because there was no one to upeat
a word in his favor. At any rate, they
were in love before her parents suspected
anything of the sort, and they made the

discovery Justin time to prevent an elope-

ment and a great scandal.
Her father tried threats, but they

would not work on the rector's son.

Then he tried to bribe him to leave the
country, but was only laughed at- - Folks

said that tin young man really desired
to marry thc girl, and that, perhaps, they
would have out all right in the end,
but thc Sinclair.? had other prospects for
thc daughter and bitterly opposed the
match So obstinate was the girl and so

determined the young man that she was
locked up in her room, and he was tent to
jail on some charge that might otherwise
have been overlooked. It was while he
was in limbo that it was decided to send
her out to Jamaica in chargcof aa aunt to
pass a year among relatives. Inside of
a week their passage had been secured
on the Iron Duke, a sailing vessel, and
the crart was ready to sail.

I was an apprentice on board of the Iron
Duke, and so I can give you full particu-

lars of what may be called thc last halt
of the story. There were rive passengers

in all, being" Mary Sinclair, her aunt, a Mr.
Mosher aud his' wire, and a young man
named Brown. The girl fought against
thc decision or her rather and vowed that
she would drown herself at the Tirat op-

portunity. For this reason the father ac-

companied her on board and told the story
to thc captainand gave her into his charge.
Mary was quiet enough, however. She
was even gay as we hauled out of dock at
Liverpool and took the towline or a tug.
"What had caused the change In her no
one knew, but the aunt and the captain
agreed that she had probably decided to

submit to thc inevitable with the best
grace possible. On the day before we

hauled outordock, which was theday Mary

came aboard, I was sent to a certain
sailor's iKjarding-hous- c on an crraud, and
while there I saw the boatswain of our

ship in close and suspicious conversation
with a strange young man whom I knew
to bo a landsman.

I saw money pass between them and over-

heard a few words of their conversation,

but, being busy, the affair went out of
my mind. What called it up again was
the sight of thc young landsman on our
decks as ouc of our crew three hours
later, while the one-eye- d man, wlrom I
knew had signed articles, had taken his
departure. An exchange of men had been
made for money, as is often done juot
as a ship is leaving port; bdtit was none

of my business, and r had nothing to say.

It was thc prcseucc of George Early on the
deck of the Iron Duke which hail wrought
thc sudden change in Mary Sinclair, but
ot that none of us knew anything. The
tumtdid not know the young man by sight,
and so he was safe in planning as he
did.

A ship's crew is made up of able seamen,
ordinary seamen aud landsmen, and, until

thc watches are set mil the officers get to
remember faces and names, most any sort
of stiift can be made. Early had taken the
place of a landsman, ot which two had been
shipped, and as he was young, strong and
active, there was no doubc ot his pulling
through, though he would be mnde a drudge

of and have no sympathy from the off leers.
We were hardly clear of thc docks when I
heard the captain and mate speaking of
him and wondering who he was and what
had driven a smart young man like him to
sea, and that made me take noticepr him

and get in his way for a word or two.
After a conversation during his watch

off duty, in which he praised and flattered
me without stint, he asked me to carry a
note from him to Mary Sinclair. I was
surprised that a common sailor should even

.J
know the name of a passenger, but he told

me a slick fetory and worked on my sym- -

pathles, and I finally agreed to do It.
It was au easy thing for a boy who waa

running about the ship, and in the cabin
ou errands, to hand a note to a passenger,
and the gil put herself in my way to re-

ceive it, as ir she were expecting some

such thing. A few hours later I carried
her written, answer back to Early, and
nothing more passed between them for a.

week. I do not know what plan tlie
young man had when he broke Jail to
Join the ship, but take it that it was noth-
ing worse than to follow her to Jamaica
and mate her his wife. If such it was
it might nave been carried out without
atragedy.biitforoursetoudmate, In whose
watch Early was drafted. AH ordinary
or able seamen are antagonistic to lands-

men on general principles, and all mates
drive them around without meicy.

That Early did his "beat I have no doubt,
but the mate wa3 not satisfied with that,
and took every occasion to abuse him. We
were only a week out, and the mate had
shown his hand three or four times, when a
elimax came. In thc early morning watch
he gave some order which was not readily
understood and promptly obeyed, and as a
result brutally assaulted twoor three men
or hU watch. Early was of the number,
and they pitched into the mate and nearly
killed blm. For this they wcrcputinirons,
to be tried when.the ship reached Jamaica.
It may have been that the uncalled-fo- r

brutality or the mate aroused the sympa-

thies or thc entire crew, or the change of
plans made by Early won them over. They
were an average lot of sailors, of mixed
nationalities, and tho men- - had been In
Irons only two or three days when! heard
enough to satisfy me that trouble waa
blowing.

I went to the chief mate with scraps
or conversation I had heard, and received

a kick and a curse for my pains. A
rew hours liter I was sure that the crew
contemplated open mutiny, but, afraid
of the reception the captain might give
me, I held my tongue. Two nights later,
in the second mate's watch, he was seized
from behind and thrown overboard.
Then the watch off duty was notified,
and, arming themselves as best they eonUl,

and led by George Early, they called tho
captain and chief officers on dect; and
secured them and bad peesewn ot the-ship-.

Every sailor aboard except the
carpenter and saiinraker was in the plot,

and after thc ship had been seized these
two men cast their lot with the muti-

neers. I was routed out only after tho
men had secured thc officers, and r then
found all the passengers dressed and In
the cabin, aud George Early ami Mary
Sinclair talking tmrclhcr. The change
of plan was to seize the sWp and go sail-

ing to some island, where the men could
enjoy themselves in their own way, with
piracy, perhaps, at tho rials.

It was currently reported that ttie Iron
Duke had a large amount of speeteaboard,
lKs!dcs a valuable cargo, and yonnjr Early
was a good talker among such ignorant
men as inhabit the forecastle. Ae a matter
of fact, there was some specie- -a rcw

thousand dollars in silver but as to the
men reaping any benenc out of a mwfclny,

each and all must have known hotter had
they stoppedtoargue the matter. Theshlp
held to her course, and nothing was done
until next morning.

An hour after dalightthc crew gathered
and elected George Early as captain. As
he had not. been two weeks at sea, this
was a queer thing to do, butthe men want-
ed to ljonor him for leading Uic mutiny.

The captain made a speech Ir whtob
he offered to overlook the whole matter
if the men would return to duty. They
jeered and mocked him in reply- - 3omo
were for killing the two men at once,
but Early had decided to give them a
show. One of thc quarter boats wa3
launched and provisioned for a week
and the two officers ordered into her.
They went without a word, seeming to
realize that nothing they could say
would change the plans of the muti-

neers, and then came the question of
the fate of the passengers. Early had,
perhaps, planned to keep them aboard,
but every one begged to be sent away
with the omcers. Even Mary Sinclair's
aunt was Included, although she was
fifty years ot age, in poor health, and
knew" that hardship and suffcriug

awaited her. As for the girl herself, she
looked upon her lover as a hero, aud
was for helping him to carry out his
plan3.

She was not only thoroughly infatuated
with the g criminal, but had
become perfectly reckless of consequences.

After a long wrangle thc passengers were
allowed to go In the boat, and more water
and food were put into her. Jot one ot
the crew expressed a desire to go along,

and that I was permitted to depart has
always been a matter of wonder, as I
would have been of use aboard, and tho
other apprentice was detained. That I
did get away was owing to the fact thac
I was sent down into the boat to keep her
fended off from the shi;.

When sent adrift without a sail or com-

pass, and with only two oars -- seven ot us
we were about 300 miles from the nearesc
land, which was the land We had sailed
from. It was, fortunately, midsummer
wenttier, and we did not suffer front cold,

but for thirteen days we were knocking

about on short rations and wet to theskiu
most of the time.

The only use made of the oars was to
keep the boat's head to the seas, and day
and night we kept a lookout for rescue. 10

was on the mournlngotthe fourteenth "day,
and just as a gale was piping up, that a
French brig, homeward bound, sighted and
picked U3 up, with Mrs. Mosher so near
dead that she gasped her last as she waa
lifted to the deck or the brig. Thc remain-
der ot us were d and thorough-
ly worn out, and two or three day3 mora
would have brought death to half tb num-

ber.
We were landed at a French port and

sent on to Liverpool, and that was tho
last I heard of my fellow-sufferer- but
the Iron Duke had adventures which some
of you may have read in the public prints.
Two days after we were seut adrift sho
was spotcn by an English r.

She had altered her course aud was run-

ning to the south, presumably inteniltng to
roimd thc Horn. As she refused to answer
signals she was chased for fifty miles
as a suspicious character, but outsailed
the man-of-w- and got away.

She was next seen off the Azores, and
next to the west or the Madeiras, and by
this timo two English men-of-w- were
after her. She finally dropped Out of
sight altogether, and nothing was heard
of her for a year. Then the Scotch slilp
William, homeward bound from Austra-
lia, and coming up the coast, overhauled a
derelict, which had evidently been kuoet-In-g

about for months. Masto were gone,
bulwarks swept away, rudder broken, and
the hulk full of water. It was thc Iron
Duke, and no human foot had trod her
decks for many weeks. She had evidently
been dismastcdln a gale, but how long hr
crew had stuct by her, or whether any
ever left her, Is only guesswork.

The chances are all were sweptawayby
the monster waves which cleared her decks
and lert her waterlogged. Powder wasused
to shatter and sink her, and though for
several years later the English government
sought for traces ot any of the crew who .

might have escaped, nothing was ever
beard of a single one or them.

CHARLES. B. LEWIS


